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ABSTRACT

Objectives: To determine the impact of an educational intervention on secondary school students Covid-19 awareness
and risk perception, as well astheir preventive practices.

Open Access

Study design and settings: A quasi-experimental study conducted in private secondary schools.

Methodology: The study duration was two months. Students who gave consent and didn’t have COVID-19 infection in
past were included by non-probability purposive sampling. Raosoft sample size calculator was used to calculate the sample
size and it came out to be 385 but atotal of 380 students could be enrolled. Among these, 37 responses were invalid making
the total sample size to be 343. Ethical approval was taken from the institutional ethical review committee with approval
letter number i.e. ERC/ID/126. SPSS version 25 was used for the analysis of data. Frequencies and percentages were
calculated. Paired samples T-test was applied to see the difference in participants' scores before and after the intervention.
A p-value = 0.05 was taken as significant.

Results: The knowledge of students were improved from moderate to high level and the total percentile score from 74.86%
to 89.76% after intervention. Their practicing preventive behaviors were at alow level with scores of 69.37%. Their risk
perceptions remained at moderate levels and did not see any improvement.

Conclusion: Participants practicing preventive behaviors were at alow level. Their knowledge scores improved from
moderate to high level after intervention but their risk perceptions remained at moderate levels and no change was seen.
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INTRODUCTION:

Residents of Wuhan, China, reported several novel viruses
that caused respiratory diseasesin peoplein December 2019.
Coronavirus disease 2019 is the title given to the new virus
sickness.! On 7 January 2020, this virus was identified. It
was comparable to the virus that causes the severe acute
respiratory syndrome, or SARS. Despite this, the COVID-
19 pandemic has evolved into a significant public health
hazard, posing a significant challenge to the scientific and
medical communities.? To prevent the present epidemic,
wide-ranging measures are needed to decrease COVID-19
transmission from human to human. Particular attention and
effort should be given to preventing or decreasing
transmission among very sensitive groups including
healthcare workers, youngsters, and elderly people. A society
that is made aware about the spread of diseases and how
they can be transmitted, as well asthe clinical manifestations
and the use of safety techniques, seemsto be more likely to
experience positive perceptions, reducing the virus's
dispersion. These arguments rely on two of the popular
models in psychology: the health belief model, which
supposes that the perception of risk aswell asthe advantages
and barrierslinked to diagnostic and intervention tendencies,
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ascertain the lifestyle factors embraced, and the other one
is planned behavior theory, which emphasizes the value of
perceptions toward the behavior in forming an ability to
commit that activity.® The early mortality of COVID-19 was
seen in elderly patients with a weakened immune system,
allowing viral infection to spread rapidly.* Hand-washing
decontaminating chemicals should be readily available at
public facilities and establishments. Also, cleaning hands
regularly, using atissue to cover your mouth and nose and
discarding used tissuesin the detritus; sniffle or coughsinto
your elbow, not your handsif you don't have atissue; wearing
amask or face protection in crowded locations; disinfecting
surface areas, good ventilation systems; and containment
for people who have strong suspicions that they are
susceptible are all recommended methods.®

The COVID-19 outbreak has spread throughout the globe
and has been called the deadliest since 1918-1919 Spanish
influenza. By the end of January 2021, COVID-19 was
responsible for roughly one hundred million confirmed
infections and two million deaths in the world.® Governments
acrosstheworld have decided to close educational ingtitutions
in response to the fast spread of COVID-19. According to
WHO and public health authorities, closing educational
ingtitutions may help flatten the curve of COVID-19 spread.”
Pakistan's government has decided to close all educational
ingtitutions as a precautionary measure to halt the pandemic's
fast spread.® Although certain nations and regions, including
Pakistan, have implemented a wide array of vaccines, the
development, and promotion of preventive literature and
behavior, in addition to the development of treatment and
vaccines, iscritical during the 'new normal’ period of COVID-
19 given itslong-term complexity.’
In the intellectual, physiological, emotive, interpersonal,
and cultural realms, young adulthood as a phase of life,
which includes higher education students, correlates to a
learning stage and character building. Nevertheless, research
shows that students have a high incidence of risky attitudes
towards health and have a strong influence on their health.
Furthermore, students usually own special information on
basis of their educational experience and, as aresult, possess
the capacity to impact the health of a community.

Indeed, following the COVID-19 epidemic, a growing
number of studies have helped to comprehend our general
public preventive behavior in severa countries. However,
few focused on higher education systems with the bulk
concentrating on the effect of knowledge and attitudes on
the prediction of the preventive behavior of COVID-19
students. To overcome the limitations of prior research, this
study analysesthe explicit impacts on COVID- 19 prevention
actions of secondary school students, attitudes, perceived
behavioral control, and perceived risk. While several recent
studies of COVID-19 preventative conduct have used
educational interventions, it is also important to study the
preventive behavior of COVID-19 among students of

secondary schools. Given the aforementioned, the main
purpose of current investigationsisto evaluate the mediating
impact of three elements, i.e. attitudes, preventive practices,
and perceived conduct control for students to raise their
perception of risk through various forms of health promotion,
focusing mainly on individuals having low risk perception.

METHODOLOGY:

It was a quasi-experimental study conducted in private
secondary schools based on educational intervention. The
target population of this study was high school students (9"
and 10" class). Ethical approval was taken from the
institutional ethical review committee with approval letter
number i.e. ERC/ID/126. Prior permission from Principals
of the concerned colleges was taken. Written informed
consent was taken from the participants prior to data
collection. Non-probability purposive sampling was done.
The study duration was two months and inclusion criteria
were those students who gave consent; filled out the
guestionnaire and who didn’t have Covid-19 infection in
the past while those students who had Covid-19 infection
in past six months or did not give consent were excluded.
Raosoft sample size calculator was used to calculate the
sample size. The required sample size calculated was 385
but atotal of 380 students could be enrolled in the study,
out of which 37 responses were found to be invalid making
the total sample size to be 343.%° This study was conducted
using a self-administered pre-tested modified version of the
questionnaire used by Taghrir et a in their study from June
2020." The questionnaire had six sections: Demographics,
Pre-Intervention Knowledge, Pre-Intervention Risk
Perceptions, Self-Reported Preventive Behaviors, Post-
Intervention Knowledge, and Post-Intervention Risk
Perceptions. The educational intervention was conducted
on two perspectives. Basic Knowledge and Risk Perceptions
while self-reported Preventive Practices assessment was
done once at the time of data collection. The educational
intervention was done by a power point lecture and videos
on COVID-19, and finally, re-assessment of Knowledge
and Risk Perceptions through a self-administered pre-tested
guestionnaire was done.

Demographic information included age (in years), gender,
and the current classwhere the student is studying. The level
of COVID-19 related knowledge was assessed before and
after the intervention using 13 items. For knowledge, the
correct answer was assigned 1 point and an incorrect answer
or ‘I don't know’ was assigned O points. The total score was
calculated and converted into a percentile. A score = 75%
was considered as high, 50%-75% as moderate, and =50%
aslow level of knowledge. Knowledge score was cal cul ated
both before and after the educationd intervention to establish
the effect of the intervention on the study group. To assess
preventive behaviors, eight items were used based on the
same study. Choices were ‘yes' or ‘no’ and the respondent
was assigned one point for each appropriate behavior and
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0 pointsfor inappropriate behaviors. The total score ranged
from O to 8 and was converted to a percentile. Seventy-five
percent or higher scoreswere designated as high performance
in preventive behaviors and <75% as low performance. Two
items were used to assess the risk perception of COVID-19
among participants. Responses were provided using a 4-
point Likert-type scale (1 = not at all, 4 = absolutely yes).
The total cumulative score ranged from 2 to 8. Scores
between 2 to 3 were designated as low, 4 to 5 as moderate,
and 6 to 8 as high-risk perception.

Data was coded and confidentiality was maintained. SPSS
version 25 was used for the analysis of this data. Frequencies
and percentages were calculated. Paired samples T-test was
applied to see the difference in participants' scores before
and after the intervention. A p-value = 0.05 was taken as
significant.

RESULTS

Total participantsin the study were 343. Most of them were
16 years old (33.5%) followed by 21.9% of participants of
17 years old. The majority of them were males (62.1%)
while most of the study participants were from the 10" class
(57.4%).

Table 1 shows the level of knowledge of students about

Covid-19 before and after the intervention. Paired samples
T-test was applied and significant associations were shown
as p-values. The total percentile score before intervention
came out to be 74.86% which is indicative that students
have amoderate level of knowledge but after the intervention,
the total scores percentile was 89.76% which indicates that
students’ knowledge after educational intervention came out
to be of high level. The lowest scores before intervention
were about 4 itemsi.e. about the type of covid-19 infection;
about its origin; about the usage of the N-95 mask and its
diagnosis by PCR test.

About 8 questions were asked from students to assess their
preventive behavior practices. Their percentile score came
out to be 69.37% which is below 75% and indicative of low
performance as shown in table 2. Risk perception of the two
items before intervention were 2.36 + 0.9 and 2.5 + 0.9
respectively amounting to 4.86 + 1.8 (possible range 2 — 8)
showing moderate risk perception. Risk perception of these
two items after intervention remained at a moderate level
with minor changesi.e. 2.33 + 0.85 and 2.51 + 0.9 amounting
to 4.84 + 1.75. A significant relationship was found between
risk perception scores of before intervention and after the
intervention. Risk perception of students before and after
intervention is shown in table 3.

Table 1: Covid-19 related knowledge before and after intervention (n = 343)

Before After

p-value

COVID-19isarespiratory infection fcausled by anew species of the coronavirus | 198 | 56.3 | 271 | 79 .000
amily

Thefirst case of COVID-19 was diagnosed in Wuhan, China 324 1 945 | 329 [ 959 | .208

The origin of COVID-19 is not clear but it seemsthat it has been transmitted | 205 | 59.8 | 312 | 91 .000
to humans by seafoods, snakes, or bats.

and diarrhea were reported rarely

Its common symptoms are fever, cough, and shortness of breath but nausea 308 | 89.8 | 332 (96.8| .001

It is transmitted through respiratory droplets such as cough and sneeze. 320 | 91.3 | 329 | 959 | .007

It is transmitted through close contacts with an infected case (especialy inthe | 299 | 87.2 | 320 [ 93.3| .002
family, crowded places, and health centers)

The disease can be prevented through handwashing and personal hygiene. 322 1939 | 338 (985| .003

coughing.

A medical mask is useful to prevent the spread of respiratory dropletsduring | 316 | 92.1 | 335 [ 97.7 | .001

The disease can be prevented through no close contact such as handshakesor | 312 | 89 | 327 (953 | .018
kissing, not attending meetings, and frequent hand disinfection.

All peoplein the society should wear an N-95 mask 68 | 198 | 213 |621| .000

COVID-19 can be diagnosed by PCR test.

157 | 43.8 | 306 | 89.2| .000

COVID-19 vaccine is available in the markets 240 70 291 | 84.8 .291

COVID-19 can be fatal

294 | 85.7 | 300 | 875 .056

Total score

74.86 89.76
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Table 2: Practicing preventive behaviors (n = 343)

Practicing preventive behaviors Yes (%)

| canceled or postponed meetings with friends, eating out and sport events. 212 (61.8)
| reduced the use of public transportation. 246 (71.7)
| went shopping less frequently. 248 (72.3)
| reduced the use of closed spaces, such as alibrary, theatres, and cinema. 293 (85.4)
| avoided coughing around people as much as possible. 240 (70)
| avoided places where alarge number of people are gathered. 185 (53.9)
| increased the frequency of cleaning and disinfecting items that can be easily touched with hands (i.e. door 249 (72.6)
handles and surfaces).

| washed my hands more often than usual. 231 (67.3)
Total score 69.37

Table 3: Risk perception of students

Items | may becomeinf?ﬁt:rgj é’)\t”kfgr(s:(oo/\o” D-19 more easily p-value | | am afraid to be infected with COVID-19 (%) | p-value
Before Not at all No Yes Absolutely Yes Not at all No Yes | Absolutely Yes
184 37.9 | 327 111 0.00 21.3 | 227 | 402 15.7 0.00
~ After. 16.3 431 315 9.0 175 265 | 434 125
intervention
DISCUSSION: behaviors were highly practiced by participants and among

COVID-19 beganin Chinain late 2019 and quickly expanded
globally, causing a domino impact. The disease is causing
worry and fear among individuals for a variety of reasons,
including the fact that it is new, which implies no one is
protected and no vaccine has yet been developed at start of
the pandemic.

Most of the items related to knowledge were having high
scores except for 4 items i.e. about the type of covid-19
infection and its origin; about the usage of N-95 mask and
its diagnosis by PCR test. When asked by participants that
“What is covid-19? and isit arespiratory infection?’, more
than 3/4" of students answered it correctly after intervention
whereas only more than half of participants answered it
correctly before intervention. The results are similar to a
study conducted by Dafni Souli et al where about 3/4™ of
students answered it correctly.** When asked about the
clinical presentation of Covid-19, more than 90% of students
answered it correctly. A study conducted by Yaling Peng et
al showed similar results.”® A study conducted by Lincoln
Leehang Lau et al showed that more than 90% of the
participantswere of theview that mainly diseaseistransmitted
through coughing and sneezing™ which are similar to the
results of our study. Knowledge about hand hygiene and
mask use in disease prevention were correct in the majority
of participants as shown by the studentsin a study conducted
by Guilslin Ayran et a which are similar to the result of our
study.®®

A study done by Murat Yildirum et a showed that preventive

these practices, increased frequency of handwashing and
avoidance of public transport were most common.*® These
results are similar to our study except that most common
practicing preventive behaviors were reduced the use of
closed spaces; increased frequency of disinfecting items and
going shopping less frequently. A study done by Enayat M.
Soltan showed that 92% of participants were practicing
preventive behaviors.”” These results are in contrast to our
study where 69% of participants practiced it. A study done
by Henok Dagne et a showed that about half of participants
were practicing preventive behaviors which are in contrast
to the results of our study.™®

A study done by Yani Ding et al showed that students had
ahigh risk perception of Covid-19."° A study done by Sherzad
Shabu et a showed that participants were having the highest
perceived threat level related to Covid-19.2° These results
are in contrast to our study where despite educational
intervention, risk perception of students remained at a
moderate level. But a study conducted by Tara Ma et al
showed that students were having low-risk perception®
which issimilar to the results of our study.

The sample size of the study is good which shows a good
representation of students. Also, the benefits of educational
intervention are clearly visible in improving students’
awareness about this disease. But, because a self-administered
guestionnaire was employed, reporting bias could not be
ruled out. This study is limited to the students of 9" and 10"
class only, so generalization cannot be done on all school
students.
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CONCLUSION:

Participants practicing preventive behaviors were at alow
level. Their knowledge scores improved from moderate to
highlevel after intervention but their risk perception remained
at amoderate level and no change was seen due to the effect
of educational intervention. Because of COVID-19's high
disease transmission and opacity, it's critical to raise the
perception of risk among students through various forms of
health promotion, with special emphasis dedicated to some

individuals who have alow and moderate risk perception.
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